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READING THE TEA LEAVES ON HPG’S ADVERTISING “CHANNEL 
STRETCH”, SAB’S ADVERTISING BIPOLARITY + VJC’S PR DAMAGE 
CONTROL 

  
 
 

 
 

 

Hoa Phat Group: Advertising channel stretch a harbinger of 

desperation or a blitzkrieg campaign?  

On my way out to lunch at noon today, the Chichilon Media screen 
installed in the Vincom Office elevator caught my attention (a real 
rarity given my general apathy to all manner of display advertising). A 
picture of a spanking new steel facility with a worker in full safety 
gear directing a crane from which dangled large sections of steel. 
Now, at first glance, an elevator in an office building in D1 would 
seem like an obvious place for a consumer goods company or a 
retail bank to catch white collar eyeballs but not an ideal “catchment” 
area for an old economy, industrial company. It did occur to me, 
however, that I have on frequent occasion overheard conversations 
in the very same elevators between architects over plot plans, 
facades and building information modelling; Vincom Dong Khoi does 
house the odd engineering and construction firm office. So perhaps, 
there is some logic to HPG’s advertising tactics.  

But if this “advertising channel stretch” smacks a bit of desperation to 
you, I would suggest looking at the glass half-full rather than half-
empty. On the cusp of launching a large chunk of new long steel 
capacity into the market, it appears that the company is on an 
advertising “blitzkrieg” with an objective to making their products a 
“household” name a move to perhaps tap into the growing number of 
small time realtors, contractors and perhaps also to influence 
homeowners that build their own houses to opt for HPG’s rebar. This 
jives with management’s statement in the last analyst meeting that 
market share would take priority with profits to follow (not what 
investors like to hear necessarily but, then again, this is a commodity 
industry and relative scale reigns supreme).  

The stock has been hammered down of late as fears of a Chinese 
economic slowdown weigh on Chinese steel prices. But as I 
mentioned in one of my notes late last year, Chinese steel prices 
might just get a little bit of a lift at some point this year – I had 
predicted that another round of Chinese fiscal stimulus was inevitable 
and it would likely take the form of infrastructure spending rather than 
more RRR (reserve ratio requirement) cuts for the banking system. I 
was right on the first count and wrong on the second – China last 
week announced a fresh round of RRR cuts worth a full 100 basis 
points, the first in 2019 and the fifth consecutive cut in a year. 
However, if Apple’s iPhone sales in China are a bellwether of China’s 
true economic health, then Apple’s latest warning on China sales is 
proof that four successive RRR cuts have not really helped. I 
therefore hold my view that a round of Chinese infrastructure 
spending is coming. With most of the bad news on China’s economy 
already baked into steel prices, even a slight lift in Chinese 
construction activity should support steel prices.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

07 January 2019 

Anirban Lahiri 

anirban.lahiri@vndirect.com.vn    

    

file:///D:/TUAN/EFA/New/www.vndirect.com.vn
mailto:anirban.lahiri@vndirect.com.vn


 

 
 

 
 

VNDirect Research Blurb 

www.vndirect.com.vn  2 

IN ALLIANCE WITH 

Figure 1: Hoa Phat P/E vs. China steel price  Figure 2: Current EV/Ton of Capacity of HPG vs. peers 
($US/ton) 

 

 

 
   Source: VNDIRECT, Bloomberg     Source: VNDIRECT 

 

 

Sabeco: Why aren’t you on elevator LCD screens? 

Back to where we started – the elevator ad screens in Vincom (a big 
chunk of my life is spent either waiting for or riding Vincom office 
elevators these days). The Chichilon Media screens would seem like 
a more obvious place for a brewer to push its lager to upwardly 
mobile, urban young working professionals than for a steel company 
to display its latest rebar innovations. Yet, SAB’s advertising absence 
from these obvious catchment areas is symptomatic of its broader 
advertising retreat in recent months. The company has seen its sales 
volume growth flag of late to a lackluster 7.8% in 9M18 which our 
consumer analysts Duc and Tuan attribute largely to capacity 
constraints brought on by delays in construction of its two new plants, 
attributed, in turn, to restructuring initiatives by ThaiBev (see our 
latest report from last week on SAB here) noting also that the impact 
of tempering sales growth and recent GPM contraction on higher 
malt and aluminum prices on net margins was countered by an 
astonishing 29.6% cut in advertising spend. That being said, the 
company showed some signs of renewed advertising vigor through 
its TV commercials during the latest ASEAN Football Federation cup 
finals (which Vietnam won) and its entry into the hallowed English 
Premier League sponsorship club – Sabeco logos now appear on 
Leceister City shirt sleeves.  

This apparently confusing confluence of advertising trends tells me 
two things: 

 ThaiBev is looking to push more of its flagship brands through 
SAB’s distribution machine in Vietnam and hence the delays on 
SAB capacity expansion and the conspicuous winding down of 
advertising or branding presence of SAB’s key brands like 333 
and Saigon Lager. While Chang might not be an obvious 
candidate due to possible cannibalization of SAB’s Saigon 
Special brand which plays in the same “affordable premium” 
segment of the market.  But something is surely on the anvil. 
Expect a marketing blitzkrieg of a ThaiBev brand at some point in 
2019 which could re-ignite SAB’s top line growth (albeit at a risk 
of less appealing unit economics if it involves sourcing product 
directly from ThaiBev’s Thai facilities; Chang is not currently 
brewed in Vietnam).  
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 Since the Vietnamese football fans are not yet avid followers of 
the English Premier League (unlike their  EPL-obsessed Thai 
counterparts), I suspect that ThaiBev is looking to export more of 
SAB’s ales to overseas markets including Thailand and further 
ashore where it already has a distribution presence. This could 
unlock new revenue streams for SAB at a time when Vietnam’s 
beer market seems to be looking rather frothy (no pun intended) 
– the country has the 3rd highest per capita beer consumption in 
Asia despite being a laggard in terms of per capita income. With 
beer already having replaced the ubiquitous “Cha da” (ice tea) at 
many a roadside food stall, one might wonder how much room 
there is to sustain high single-digit growth rates.    

Don’t expect a major breakthrough in 2019 but SAB is worth keeping 
an eye on. The stock is certainly not cheap, trading at a lofty 29% 
premium to regional peers but those returns on capital are worth 
dying for (21% ROA versus just 6% on average for regional peers). 

 

Vietjet: Wings clipped for now 

I had, for a very long time, been sounding the warning bells about the 
unsustainability of VJC’s frenetic pace of expansion. The airline 
certainly came from nowhere to garner nearly half of the aviation 
market in Vietnam (much to HVN’s chagrin) but this was fuelled in no 
small part by the distorted incentive to juice up earnings through 
sale-and-lease-back (SALB gains) which have accounted for roughly 
half of total gross profits in recent years even as Vietnamese 
Accounting Standards allowed these to be treated as off-balance 
sheet items. To me this was tantamount to borrowing from the future 
which is especially dangerous for a newly listed name with an ESOP 
bonanza on the anvil – ramp up the fleet today to hypercharge 
earnings growth through SALB gains and deal with excess capacity 
(falling load factors and falling fleet utilization) later. Needless to say, 
this kind of hyper growth also comes with risks of operational lapses 
and infrastructure overloads in any business -- with airlines, this can 
have far more serious repercussions than a server outage for a 
rapidly growing e-commerce or social media startup. If even a 
seasoned LCC operator like Air Asia could have suffered an air crash 
so many years into operations (Air Asia Indonesia), then a relative 
newcomer is certainly prone to safety scares.  

Coming on the heels of an incident a month back wherein the nose 
wheel of a VJC aircraft literally fell off post take-off from an airport in 
the Central Highlands, a VJC flight reportedly landed on an incorrect 
runway at Cam Ranh International Airport following a technical error 
reported minutes after take-off that forced it to return to base (now 
that’s a double whammy!). This is the latest in a sequence of safety 
scares at VJC as reported by Nikkei Asian Review at this link which 
states that “Vietnamese authorities have halted Vietjet Aviation's 
planned increase in flights following a series of aircraft safety 
incidents, putting the country's largest budget airline under 
supervision as the Tet holiday season nears”. Furthermore the CAAV 
has said it will “re-evaluate Vietjet's operations at four airports: Noi 
Bai in Hanoi, Danang International in central Vietnam, Tan Son Nhat 
in Ho Chi Minh City and Cam Ranh in the south-central region.” 
Certainly bad for continued SALB gains (unless you want to keep 
spanking new aircraft sitting on the tarmac) but probably worse for 
the brand image of VJC. 

 

 

  

file:///D:/TUAN/EFA/New/www.vndirect.com.vn
https://asia.nikkei.com/Business/Companies/Hanoi-freezes-Vietjet-flight-expansion-after-safety-incidents?utm_source=paid.outbrain.com&utm_campaign=BA%20VN&utm_medium=referral


 

 
 

 
 

VNDirect Research Blurb 

www.vndirect.com.vn  4 

IN ALLIANCE WITH 

Figure 3: No more flights to the land of Hello Kitty?  

 

 
  Source: VNDIRECT 

Last week, I flew back to Saigon through KL on Air Asia and, awful 
as the experience was, it still struck me as odd – looking at the 
endless sea of Air Asia aircraft parked on the tarmac at KLIA – that 
VJC (a relative minnow in terms of operating scale) has a market 
capitalization that is nearly 13% larger than that of the regional 
behemoth (not that Air Asia is necessarily using its fleet efficiently 
either).  

Especially, with the regional behemoth now about to enter VN in 
through a JV with Hanoi-based tourism business Thien Minh Group, 
VJC’s best days might be behind it.  

Funnily enough as I wrap up this email, an advertisement interrupts 
Chopin’s Spring Waltz on Youtube (yes I tend to plug in those 
earphones to get my creative juices flowing) – a teen-pop sounding 
tune about eating Kimchi in Seoul and slurping down Ramen in 
Tokyo which gets me curious: and sure enough, it’s a Vietjet 
commercial. Here is the link the video for your viewing pleasure.  
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DISCLAIMER 

The content of this report (including the views and opinions expressed therein, and the information comprised therein) has been prepared by 
and belongs to VNDIRECT Securities Corporation, and is distributed by CGS-CIMB or CIMB Investment Bank Berhad (“CIMB”), as the case 
may be, pursuant to an arrangement between VNDIRECT Securities Corporation and CGS-CIMB. VNDIRECT Securities Corporation is not 
an affiliate of CGS-CIMB or CIMB. 

This report is not directed to, or intended for distribution to or use by, any person or entity who is a citizen or resident of or located in any 
locality, state, country or other jurisdiction where such distribution, publication, availability or use would be contrary to law or regulation. 

By accepting this report, the recipient hereof represents and warrants that he is entitled to receive such report in accordance with the 
restrictions set forth below and agrees to be bound by the limitations contained herein (including the “Restrictions on Distributions” set out 
below). Any failure to comply with these limitations may constitute a violation of law. This publication is being supplied to you strictly on the 
basis that it will remain confidential. No part of this report may be (i) copied, photocopied, duplicated, stored or reproduced in any form by 
any means or (ii) redistributed or passed on, directly or indirectly, to any other person in whole or in part, for any purpose without the prior 
written consent of CGS-CIMB or CIMB, as the case may be. 

The information contained in this research report is prepared from data believed to be correct and reliable at the time of issue of this report.  

VNDIRECT Securities Corporation may or may not issue regular reports on the subject matter of this report at any frequency and may cease 
to do so or change the periodicity of reports at any time. None of VNDIRECT Securities Corporation, CGS-CIMB or CIMB is under any 
obligation to update this report in the event of a material change to the information contained in this report. None of VNDIRECT Securities 
Corporation, CGS-CIMB or CIMB has any and will accept any, obligation to (i) check or ensure that the contents of this report remain current, 
reliable or relevant, (ii) ensure that the content of this report constitutes all the information a prospective investor may require, (iii) ensure the 
adequacy, accuracy, completeness, reliability or fairness of any views, opinions and information, and accordingly, VNDIRECT Securities 
Corporation, CGS-CIMB and CIMB and their respective affiliates and related persons including China Galaxy International Financial 
Holdings Limited (“CGIFHL”) and CIMB Group Sdn. Bhd. (“CIMBG”) and their respective related corporations (and their respective directors, 
associates, connected persons and/or employees) shall not be liable in any manner whatsoever for any consequences (including but not 
limited to any direct, indirect or consequential losses, loss of profits and damages) of any reliance thereon or usage thereof. In particular, 
VNDIRECT Securities Corporation, CGS-CIMB and CIMB disclaim all responsibility and liability for the views and opinions set out in this 
report.  

Unless otherwise specified, this report is based upon reasonable sources. Such sources will, unless otherwise specified, for market data, be 
market data and prices available from the main stock exchange or market where the relevant security is listed, or, where appropriate, any 
other market. Information on the accounts and business of company(ies) will generally be based on published statements of the 
company(ies), information disseminated by regulatory information services, other publicly available information and information resulting 
from our research. Whilst every effort is made to ensure that statements of facts made in this report are accurate, all estimates, projections, 
forecasts, expressions of opinion and other subjective judgments contained in this report are based on assumptions considered to be 
reasonable as of the date of the document in which they are contained and must not be construed as a representation that the matters 
referred to therein will occur. Past performance is not a reliable indicator of future performance. The value of investments may go down as 
well as up and those investing may, depending on the investments in question, lose more than the initial investment. No report shall 
constitute an offer or an invitation by or on behalf of CGS-CIMB, CIMB, or VNDIRECT Securities Corporation, or their respective affiliates 
(including CGIFHL, CIMBG and their respective related corporations) to any person to buy or sell any investments.  

CGS-CIMB, CIMB and/or VNDIRECT Securities Corporation and/or their respective affiliates and related corporations (including CGIFHL, 
CIMBG and their respective related corporations), their respective directors, associates, connected parties and/or employees may own or 
have positions in securities of the company(ies) covered in this research report or any securities related thereto and may from time to time 
add to or dispose of, or may be materially interested in, any such securities. Further, CGS-CIMB, CIMB and/or VNDIRECT Securities 
Corporation, and/or their respective affiliates and their respective related corporations (including CGIFHL, CIMBG and their respective 
related corporations) do and seek to do business with the company(ies) covered in this research report and may from time to time act as 
market maker or have assumed an underwriting commitment in securities of such company(ies), may sell them to or buy them from 
customers on a principal basis and may also perform or seek to perform significant investment banking, advisory, underwriting or placement 
services for or relating to such company(ies) as well as solicit such investment, advisory or other services from any entity mentioned in this 
report. 

CGS-CIMB, CIMB and/or VNDIRECT Securities Corporation and/or their respective affiliates (including CGIFHL, CIMBG and their respective 
related corporations) may enter into an agreement with the company(ies) covered in this report relating to the production of research reports. 
CGS-CIMB, CIMB and/or VNDIRECT Securities Corporation may disclose the contents of this report to the company(ies) covered by it and 
may have amended the contents of this report following such disclosure.  

The analyst responsible for the production of this report hereby certifies that the views expressed herein accurately and exclusively reflect 
his or her personal views and opinions about any and all of the issuers or securities analysed in this report and were prepared independently 
and autonomously. No part of the compensation of the analyst(s) was, is, or will be directly or indirectly related to the inclusion of specific 
recommendations(s) or view(s) in this report. The analyst(s) who prepared this research report is prohibited from receiving any 
compensation, incentive or bonus based on specific investment banking transactions or for providing a specific recommendation for, or view 
of, a particular company. Information barriers and other arrangements may be established where necessary to prevent conflicts of interests 
arising. However, the analyst(s) may receive compensation that is based on his/their coverage of company(ies) in the performance of 
his/their duties or the performance of his/their recommendations and the research personnel involved in the preparation of this report may 
also participate in the solicitation of the businesses as described above. In reviewing this research report, an investor should be aware that 
any or all of the foregoing, among other things, may give rise to real or potential conflicts of interest. Additional information is, subject to the 
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duties of confidentiality, available on request.  

The term “VNDIRECT Securities Corporation” shall, unless the context otherwise requires, mean VNDIRECT Securities Corporation  and its 
affiliates, subsidiaries and related companies. The term “CGS-CIMB” shall denote, where appropriate, the relevant entity distributing or 
disseminating the report in the particular jurisdiction referenced below, or, in every other case except as otherwise stated herein, CIMB 
Securities International Pte. Ltd.  and its affiliates, subsidiaries and related corporations. 

 

CGS-CIMB 

Country CGS-CIMB Entity Regulated by 

Hong Kong CGS-CIMB Securities Limited Securities and Futures Commission Hong Kong 

India CGS-CIMB Securities (India) Private Limited Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) 

Indonesia PT CGS-CIMB Sekuritas Indonesia Financial Services Authority of Indonesia 

Singapore CGS-CIMB Research Pte. Ltd. Monetary Authority of Singapore 

South Korea CGS-CIMB Securities Limited, Korea Branch Financial Services Commission and Financial Supervisory Service 

Thailand CGS-CIMB Securities (Thailand) Co. Ltd. Securities and Exchange Commission Thailand 
 

  

CIMB 

Country CIMB Entity Regulated by 

Malaysia CIMB Investment Bank Berhad Securities Commission Malaysia 

 

 (i) As of 07 January 2019 VNDIRECT Securities Corporation has a proprietary position in the securities (which may include but not limited to 
shares, warrants, call warrants and/or any other derivatives) in the following company or companies covered or recommended in this report: 

(a) -  

(ii) As of 07 January 2019, the analyst(s) who prepared this report, and the associate(s), has / have an interest in the securities (which may 
include but not limited to shares, warrants, call warrants and/or any other derivatives) in the following company or companies covered or 
recommended in this report:  

(a) -  

 

This report does not purport to contain all the information that a prospective investor may require. CGS-CIMB, and VNDIRECT Securities 
Corporation and their respective affiliates (including CGIFHL, CIMBG and their related corporations) do not make any guarantee, 
representation or warranty, express or implied, as to the adequacy, accuracy, completeness, reliability or fairness of any such information 
and opinion contained in this report. None of CGS-CIMB, CIMB and VNDIRECT Securities Corporation and their respective affiliates nor 
their related persons (including CGIFHL, CIMBG and their related corporations) shall be liable in any manner whatsoever for any 
consequences (including but not limited to any direct, indirect or consequential losses, loss of profits and damages) of any reliance thereon 
or usage thereof.  

This report is general in nature and has been prepared for information purposes only. It is intended for circulation amongst CGS-CIMB’s, 
CIMB’s and their respective affiliates’ (including CGIFHL’s, CIMBG’s and their respective related corporations’) clients generally and does 
not have regard to the specific investment objectives, financial situation and the particular needs of any specific person who may receive this 
report. The information and opinions in this report are not and should not be construed or considered as an offer, recommendation or 
solicitation to buy or sell the subject securities, related investments or other financial instruments or any derivative instrument, or any rights 
pertaining thereto.  

Investors are advised to make their own independent evaluation of the information contained in this research report, consider their own 
individual investment objectives, financial situation and particular needs and consult their own professional and financial advisers as to the 
legal, business, financial, tax and other aspects before participating in any transaction in respect of the securities of company(ies) covered in 
this research report. The securities of such company(ies) may not be eligible for sale in all jurisdictions or to all categories of investors. 

Australia: Despite anything in this report to the contrary, this research is provided in Australia by CIMB Securities (Singapore) Pte. Ltd. and 
CIMB Securities Limited. This research is only available in Australia to persons who are “wholesale clients” (within the meaning of the 
Corporations Act 2001 (Cth) and is supplied solely for the use of such wholesale clients and shall not be distributed or passed on to any 
other person. You represent and warrant that if you are in Australia, you are a “wholesale client”. This research is of a general nature only 
and has been prepared without taking into account the objectives, financial situation or needs of the individual recipient. CIMB Securities 
(Singapore) Pte. Ltd. and CIMB Securities Limited do not hold, and are not required to hold an Australian financial services license. CIMB 
Securities (Singapore) Pte. Ltd. and CIMB Securities Limited rely on “passporting” exemptions for entities appropriate ly licensed by the 
Monetary Authority of Singapore (under ASIC Class Order 03/1102) and the Securities and Futures Commission in Hong Kong (under ASIC 
Class Order 03/1103). 

Canada: This research report has not been prepared in accordance with the disclosure requirements of Dealer Member Rule 3400 – 
Research Restrictions and Disclosure Requirements of the Investment Industry Regulatory Organization of Canada.  For any research 
report distributed by CIBC, further disclosures related to CIBC conflicts of interest can be found at https://researchcentral.cibcwm.com. 

China: For the purpose of this report, the People’s Republic of China (“PRC”) does not include the Hong Kong Special Administrative 
Region, the Macau Special Administrative Region or Taiwan. The distributor of this report has not been approved or licensed by the China 
Securities Regulatory Commission or any other relevant regulatory authority or governmental agency in the PRC. This report contains only 
marketing information. The distribution of this report is not an offer to buy or sell to any person within or outside PRC or a solicitation to any 
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person within or outside of PRC to buy or sell any instruments described herein. This report is being issued outside the PRC to a limited 
number of institutional investors and may not be provided to any person other than the original recipient and may not be reproduced or used 
for any other purpose.  

France: Only qualified investors within the meaning of French law shall have access to this report. This report shall not be considered as an 
offer to subscribe to, or used in connection with, any offer for subscription or sale or marketing or direct or indirect distribution of financial 
instruments and it is not intended as a solicitation for the purchase of any financial instrument.  

Germany: This report is only directed at persons who are professional investors as defined in sec 31a(2) of the German Securities Trading 
Act (WpHG). This publication constitutes research of a non-binding nature on the market situation and the investment instruments cited here 
at the time of the publication of the information.  

The current prices/yields in this issue are based upon closing prices from Bloomberg as of the day preceding publication. Please note that 
neither the German Federal Financial Supervisory Agency (BaFin), nor any other supervisory authority exercises any control over the 
content of this report. 

Hong Kong: This report is issued and distributed in Hong Kong by CIMB Securities Limited (“CHK”) which is licensed in Hong Kong by the 
Securities and Futures Commission for Type 1 (dealing in securities), Type 4 (advising on securities) and Type 6 (advising on corporate 
finance) activities. Any investors wishing to purchase or otherwise deal in the securities covered in this report should contact the Head of 
Sales at CIMB Securities Limited. The views and opinions in this research report are of VNDIRECT Securities Corporation as of the date 
hereof and are subject to change. If the Financial Services and Markets Act of the United Kingdom or the rules of the Financial Conduct 
Authority apply to a recipient, our obligations owed to such recipient therein are unaffected. CHK has no obligation to update its opinion or 
the information in this research report. 

This publication is strictly confidential and is for private circulation only to clients of CHK. 

CHK does not make a market on other securities mentioned in the report. 

India: This report is issued and distributed in India by CIMB Securities (India) Private Limited (“CIMB India”) which is registered with the 
National Stock Exchange of India Limited and BSE Limited as a trading and clearing member under the Securities and Exchange Board of 
India (Stock Brokers and Sub-Brokers) Regulations, 1992. In accordance with the provisions of Regulation 4(g) of the Securities and 
Exchange Board of India (Investment Advisers) Regulations, 2013, CIMB India is not required to seek registration with the Securities and 
Exchange Board of India (“SEBI”) as an Investment Adviser. CIMB India is registered with SEBI as a Research Analyst pursuant to the SEBI 
(Research Analysts) Regulations, 2014 ("Regulations"). 

This report does not take into account the particular investment objectives, financial situations, or needs of the recipients. It is not intended 
for and does not deal with prohibitions on investment due to law/jurisdiction issues etc. which may exist for certain persons/entities. 
Recipients should rely on their own investigations and take their own professional advice before investment.  

The report is not a “prospectus” as defined under Indian Law, including the Companies Act, 2013, and is not, and shall not be, approved by, 
or filed or registered with, any Indian regulator, including any Registrar of Companies in India, SEBI, any Indian stock exchange, or the 
Reserve Bank of India. No offer, or invitation to offer, or solicitation of subscription with respect to any such securities listed or proposed to 
be listed in India is being made, or intended to be made, to the public, or to any member or section of the public in India, through or pursuant 
to this report. 

The research analysts, strategists or economists principally responsible for the preparation of this research report are segregated from the 
other activities of CIMB India and they have received compensation based upon various factors, including quality, accuracy and value of 
research, firm profitability or revenues, client feedback and competitive factors. Research analysts', strategists' or economists' compensation 
is not linked to investment banking or capital markets transactions performed or proposed to be performed by CIMB India or its affiliates. 

CIMB India has not received any investment banking related compensation from the companies mentioned in the report in the past 12 
months. 

CIMB India has not received any compensation from the companies mentioned in the report in the past 12 months. 

Indonesia: This report is issued and distributed by PT CIMB Sekuritas Indonesia (“CIMBI”). The views and opinions in this research report 
are our own as of the date hereof and are subject to change. CIMBI has no obligation to update its opinion or the information in this research 
report. Neither this report nor any copy hereof may be distributed in Indonesia or to any Indonesian citizens wherever they are domiciled or 
to Indonesian residents except in compliance with applicable Indonesian capital market laws and regulations. 

This research report is not an offer of securities in Indonesia. The securities referred to in this research report have not been registered with 
the Financial Services Authority (Otoritas Jasa Keuangan) pursuant to relevant capital market laws and regulations, and may not be offered 
or sold within the territory of the Republic of Indonesia or to Indonesian citizens through a public offering or in circumstances which constitute 
an offer within the meaning of the Indonesian capital market law and regulations. 

Ireland: CGS-CIMB is not an investment firm authorised in the Republic of Ireland and no part of this document should be construed as 
CGS-CIMB acting as, or otherwise claiming or representing to be, an investment firm authorised in the Republic of Ireland. 

Malaysia: This report is distributed by CIMB solely for the benefit of and for the exclusive use of our clients. CIMB has no obligation to 
update, revise or reaffirm its opinion or the information in this research reports after the date of this report. 

New Zealand: In New Zealand, this report is for distribution only to persons who are wholesale clients pursuant to section 5C of the 
Financial Advisers Act 2008. 

Singapore: This report is issued and distributed by CIMB Research Pte Ltd (“CIMBR”). CIMBR is a financial adviser licensed under the 
Financial Advisers Act, Cap 110 (“FAA”) for advising on investment products, by issuing or promulgating research analyses or research 
reports, whether in electronic, print or other form. Accordingly CIMBR is a subject to the applicable rules under the FAA unless it is able to 
avail itself to any prescribed exemptions. 

Recipients of this report are to contact CIMB Research Pte Ltd, 50 Raffles Place, #16-02 Singapore Land Tower, Singapore in respect of any 
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matters arising from, or in connection with this report. CIMBR has no obligation to update its opinion or the information in this research 
report. This publication is strictly confidential and is for private circulation only. If you have not been sent this report by CIMBR directly, you 
may not rely, use or disclose to anyone else this report or its contents. 

If the recipient of this research report is not an accredited investor, expert investor or institutional investor, CIMBR accepts legal 
responsibility for the contents of the report without any disclaimer limiting or otherwise curtailing such legal responsibility. If the recipient is an 
accredited investor, expert investor or institutional investor, the recipient is deemed to acknowledge that CIMBR is exempt from certain 
requirements under the FAA and its attendant regulations, and as such, is exempt from complying with the following : 

(a)  Section 25 of the FAA (obligation to disclose product information); 

(b)  Section 27 (duty not to make recommendation with respect to any investment product without having a reasonable basis where you may 
be reasonably expected to rely on the recommendation) of the FAA; 

(c)  MAS Notice on Information to Clients and Product Information Disclosure [Notice No. FAA-N03]; 

(d)  MAS Notice on Recommendation on Investment Products [Notice No. FAA-N16]; 

(e)  Section 36 (obligation on disclosure of interest in securities), and 

(f)  any other laws, regulations, notices, directive, guidelines, circulars and practice notes which are relates to the above, to the extent 
permitted by applicable laws, as may be amended from time to time, and any other laws, regulations, notices, directive, guidelines, circulars, 
and practice notes as we may notify you from time to time. In addition, the recipient who is an accredited investor, expert investor or 
institutional investor acknowledges that a CIMBR is exempt from Section 27 of the FAA, the recipient will also not be able to file a civil claim 
against CIMBR for any loss or damage arising from the recipient’s reliance on any recommendation made by CIMBR which would otherwise 
be a right that is available to the recipient under Section 27 of the FAA, the recipient will also not be able to file a civil claim against CIMBR 
for any loss or damage arising from the recipient’s reliance on any recommendation made by CIMBR which would otherwise be a right that is 
available to the recipient under Section 27 of the FAA.  

CIMBR, its affiliates and related corporations, their directors, associates, connected parties and/or employees may own or have positions in 
securities of the company(ies) covered in this research report or any securities related thereto and may from time to time add to or dispose 
of, or may be materially interested in, any such securities. Further, CIMBR, its affiliates and its related corporations do and seek to do 
business with the company(ies) covered in this research report and may from time to time act as market maker or have assumed an 
underwriting commitment in securities of such company(ies), may sell them to or buy them from customers on a principal basis and may also 
perform or seek to perform significant investment banking, advisory, underwriting or placement services for or relating to such company(ies) 
as well as solicit such investment, advisory or other services from any entity mentioned in this report. 

As of 07 January 2019,, CIMBR does not have a proprietary position in the recommended securities in this report. 

CIMBR does not make a market on the securities mentioned in the report. 

South Korea: This report is issued and distributed in South Korea by CIMB Securities Limited, Korea Branch (“CIMB Korea”) which is 
licensed as a cash equity broker, and regulated by the Financial Services Commission and Financial Supervisory Service of Korea. In South 
Korea, this report is for distribution only to professional investors under Article 9(5) of the Financial Investment Services and Capital Market 
Act of Korea (“FSCMA”). 

Spain: This document is a research report and it is addressed to institutional investors only. The research report is of a general nature and 
not personalised and does not constitute investment advice so, as the case may be, the recipient must seek proper advice before adopting 
any investment decision. This document does not constitute a public offering of securities.  

CGS-CIMB is not registered with the Spanish Comision Nacional del Mercado de Valores to provide investment services. 

Sweden: This report contains only marketing information and has not been approved by the Swedish Financial Supervisory Authority. The 
distribution of this report is not an offer to sell to any person in Sweden or a solicitation to any person in Sweden to buy any instruments 
described herein and may not be forwarded to the public in Sweden. 

Switzerland: This report has not been prepared in accordance with the recognized self-regulatory minimal standards for research reports of 
banks issued by the Swiss Bankers’ Association (Directives on the Independence of Financial Research). 

Thailand: This report is issued and distributed by CIMB Securities (Thailand) Co. Ltd. (“CIMBT”) based upon sources believed to be reliable 
(but their accuracy, completeness or correctness is not guaranteed). The statements or expressions of opinion herein were arrived at after 
due and careful consideration for use as information for investment. Such opinions are subject to change without notice and CIMBT has no 
obligation to update its opinion or the information in this research report.  

CIMBT may act or acts as Market Maker, and issuer and offerer of Derivative Warrants and Structured Note which may have the following 
securities as its underlying securities. Investors should carefully read and study the details of the derivative warrants in the prospectus 
before making investment decisions.   

AAV, ADVANC, AMATA, ANAN, AOT, AP, BA, BANPU, BBL, BCH, BCP, BCPG, BDMS, BEAUTY, BEC, BEM, BJC, BH, BIG, BLA, BLAND, 
BPP, BTS, CBG, CENTEL, CHG, CK, CKP, COM7, CPALL, CPF, CPN, DELTA, DTAC, EA, EGCO, EPG, GFPT, GLOBAL, GLOW, GPSC, 
GUNKUL, HMPRO, INTUCH, IRPC, ITD, IVL, KBANK, KCE, KKP, KTB, KTC, LH, LHBANK, LPN, MAJOR, MALEE, MEGA, MINT, MONO, 
MTLS, PLANB, PSH, PTL, PTG, PTT, PTTEP, PTTGC, QH, RATCH, ROBINS, S, SAWAD, SCB, SCC, SCCC, SIRI, SPALI, SPRC, STEC, 
STPI, SUPER, TASCO, TCAP, THAI, THANI, THCOM, TISCO, TKN, TMB, TOP, TPIPL, TRUE, TTA, TU, TVO, UNIQ, VGI, WHA, WORK. 

Corporate Governance Report: 

The disclosure of the survey result of the Thai Institute of Directors Association (“IOD”) regarding corporate governance is made pursuant to 
the policy of the Office of the Securities and Exchange Commission. The survey of the IOD is based on the information of a company listed 
on the Stock Exchange of Thailand and the Market for Alternative Investment disclosed to the public and able to be accessed by a general 
public investor. The result, therefore, is from the perspective of a third party. It is not an evaluation of operation and is not based on inside 
information. 
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The survey result is as of the date appearing in the Corporate Governance Report of Thai Listed Companies. As a result, the survey result 
may be changed after that date. CIMBT does not confirm nor certify the accuracy of such survey result. 

Score Range: 90 - 100 80 – 89 70 - 79 Below 70 or No Survey Result 

Description: Excellent Very Good Good N/A  

 

United Arab Emirates: The distributor of this report has not been approved or licensed by the UAE Central Bank or any other relevant 
licensing authorities or governmental agencies in the United Arab Emirates. This report is strictly private and confidential and has not been 
reviewed by, deposited or registered with UAE Central Bank or any other licensing authority or governmental agencies in the United Arab 
Emirates. This report is being issued outside the United Arab Emirates to a limited number of institutional investors and must not be provided 
to any person other than the original recipient and may not be reproduced or used for any other purpose. Further, the information contained 
in this report is not intended to lead to the sale of investments under any subscription agreement or the conclusion of any other contract of 
whatsoever nature within the territory of the United Arab Emirates. 

United Kingdom and European Economic Area (EEA): In the United Kingdom and European Economic Area, this material is also being 
distributed by CIMB Securities (UK) Limited (“CIMB UK”).  CIMB UK is authorized and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and its 
registered office is at 27 Knightsbridge, London, SW1X7YB. The material distributed by CIMB UK has been prepared in accordance with 
CGS-CIMB’s policies for managing conflicts of interest arising as a result of publication and distribution of this material. This  material is for 
distribution only to, and is solely directed at, selected persons on the basis that those persons: (a) are eligible counterparties and 
professional clients of CIMB UK; (b) have professional experience in matters relating to investments falling within Article 19(5) of the 
Financial Services and Markets Act 2000 (Financial Promotion) Order 2005 (as amended, the “Order”), (c)  fall within Article 49(2)(a) to (d) 
(“high net worth companies, unincorporated associations etc”) of the Order; (d) are outside the United Kingdom subject to relevant regulation 
in each jurisdiction, material(all such persons together being referred to as “relevant persons”). This material is directed only at relevant 
persons and must not be acted on or relied on by persons who are not relevant persons. Any investment or investment activity to which this 
material relates is available only to relevant persons and will be engaged in only with relevant persons. 

Where this material is labelled as non-independent, it does not provide an impartial or objective assessment of the subject matter and does 
not constitute independent “research” (cannot remove research from here under the applicable rules of the Financial Conduct Authority in 
the UK. Consequently, any such non-independent material will not have been prepared in accordance with legal requirements designed to 
promote the independence of research (cannot remove research from here) and will not subject to any prohibition on dealing ahead of the 
dissemination of research. Any such non-independent material must be considered as a marketing communication. 

United States: This research report is distributed in the United States of America by CIMB Securities (USA) Inc, a U.S. registered broker-
dealer and a related company of CIMB Research Pte Ltd, PT CIMB Sekuritas Indonesia, CIMB Securities (Thailand) Co. Ltd, CIMB 
Securities Limited, CIMB Securities (India) Private Limited, and is distributed solely to persons who qualify as “U.S. Institutional Investors” as 
defined in Rule 15a-6 under the Securities and Exchange Act of 1934. This communication is only for Institutional Investors whose ordinary 
business activities involve investing in shares, bonds, and associated securities and/or derivative securities and who have professional 
experience in such investments. Any person who is not a U.S. Institutional Investor or Major Institutional Investor must not rely on this 
communication. The delivery of this research report to any person in the United States of America is not a recommendation to effect any 
transactions in the securities discussed herein, or an endorsement of any opinion expressed herein. CIMB Securities (USA) Inc, is a 
FINRA/SIPC member and takes responsibility for the content of this report. For further information or to place an order in any of the above-
mentioned securities please contact a registered representative of CIMB Securities (USA) Inc. 

CIMB Securities (USA) Inc. does not make a market on other securities mentioned in the report. 

CIMB Securities (USA) Inc. has not managed or co-managed a public offering of any of the securities mentioned in the past 12 months. 

CIMB Securities (USA) Inc. has not received compensation for investment banking services from any of the company mentioned in the past 
12 months. 

CIMB Securities (USA) Inc. neither expects to receive nor intends to seek compensation for investment banking services from any of the 
company mentioned within the next 3 months. 

Other jurisdictions: In any other jurisdictions, except if otherwise restricted by laws or regulations, this report is only for distribution to 
professional, institutional or sophisticated investors as defined in the laws and regulations of such jurisdictions. 

 

 

  

file:///D:/TUAN/EFA/New/www.vndirect.com.vn


 

 
 

 
 

VNDirect Research Blurb 

www.vndirect.com.vn  10 

IN ALLIANCE WITH 

 

RECOMMENDATION FRAMEWORK 

Stock Ratings Definition: 

 Add The stock’s total return is expected to reach 15% or higher over the next 12 months. 

 Hold The stock’s total return is expected to be between negative 10% and positive 15% over the next 12 months. 

 Reduce The stock’s total return is expected to fall below negative 10% over the next 12 months. 

The total expected return of a stock is defined as the sum of the:(i) percentage difference between the target price and the current price 

and (ii) the forward net dividend yields of the stock. Stock price targets have an investment horizon of 12 months. 

  

Sector Ratings Definition: 

 Overweight An Overweight rating means stocks in the sector have, on a market cap-weighted basis, a positive absolute 

recommendation. 

 Neutral A Neutral rating means stocks in the sector have, on a market cap-weighted basis, a neutral absolute 

recommendation. 

 Underweight An Underweight rating means stocks in the sector have, on a market cap-weighted basis, a negative absolute 

recommendation. 

  

Country Ratings Definition: 

 Overweight An Overweight rating means investors should be positioned with an above-market weight in this country relative 

to benchmark. 

 Neutral A Neutral rating means investors should be positioned with a neutral weight in this country relative to benchmark. 

 Underweight An Underweight rating means investors should be positioned with a below-market weight in this country relative 

to benchmark. 
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