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Economics Update 

COVID-19 outbreak weighs on GDP growth  

■ Vietnam’s 1Q20 real GDP grew 3.8% yoy, the slowest 1Q growth pace in a 

decade, as all sectors are affected by the COVID-19 outbreak  

■ Vietnam’s headline inflation eased to 4.9% yoy in Mar 2020 (vs. 5.4% in Feb) 

as transportation costs fell 2.62% yoy, thanks to low oil prices.    

■ We expect Vietnam’s GDP growth to stay low in 2Q20F before a strong 

rebound in 2H20F. 

■ We cut our 2020 GDP growth forecast to 5.0%, from 6.0% previously.  
 

Vietnam’s economy expanded at the slowest pace in a decade  
According to the General Statistics Office (GSO), Vietnam’s 1Q20 real GDP is estimated 

to have increased 3.82% yoy, the slowest 1Q growth rate over the 2010-2020 period, as 

all sectors have been hurt by the COVID-19 outbreak.  

Diseases and climate change dent farming sector  
The agriculture, forestry and fishery sector barely expanded in 1Q20, with a negligible climb 

of 0.08% yoy (vs. 2.01% yoy in 4Q19 and 2.81% in 1Q19) due to impact from the African 

Swine Fever, drought and salination in the Mekong Delta rice basket. Besides, the spread 

of the COVID-19 pandemic has weakened demand for Vietnam's agricultural products 

abroad, especially from its major markets the United States, China and Europe. 

Retail sales growth hit multi-year low  
The services sector grew a modest 3.27% yoy in 1Q20, the slowest in a decade, as 

consumers reduced shopping, traveling and eating out in the bid to curb the virus spread. 

Besides, 1Q20 foreign arrivals to Vietnam fell 18.1% yoy to nearly 3.7m, with noticeable 

declines in arrivals from China, South Korea and the United States.   

Manufacturing sector weakened due to supply chain disruptions  
The industry and construction sector grew 5.15% yoy in 1Q20. The manufacturing sub-

sector, while remaining the main GDP driver, rose just 7.12% yoy, the lowest rate over 

2016-20. Mining sub-sector recorded the worst performance, falling 3.18% yoy in 1Q20 

(vs. +1.29% in 4Q19) as average Brent crude oil declined 22.7% yoy. Manufacturing PMI 

fell to 41.9 in Mar 2020, a record low, as domestic companies faced material shortages 

due to supply chain disruptions. Besides, lower external demand for manufacturing 

products amid the global slowdown also hurt Vietnam’s manufacturing activities.  

2020 GDP growth forecast revised down to 5.0% 
As the COVID-19 pandemic has been more widespread than we earlier expected, we cut 

our 2020F GDP growth to 5.0% yoy. We now expect the industry and construction sector 

to rise 5.6% yoy in 2020F (vs. 8.9% in 2019). We also trim our 2020 growth forecasts on 

the services sector to 5.3% yoy (vs. 7.3% in 2019), and the agriculture sector to 2.0% yoy. 

We keep our positive view on Vietnam’s medium-term outlook on external demand 

recovery and accelerating relocation of manufacturing facilities from China to Vietnam.  

 

 

 

 

                                    

Figure 1: Vietnam's GDP by economic activity 
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Figure 2: 1Q20 real GDP growth at 10-year low, all sectors faced 

slower expansion  

Figure 3: Manufacturing growth slowed on global supply-chain 

disruption and lower external demand amid the pandemic   

  
   SOURCES: VND RESEARCH, GSO    SOURCES: VND RESEARCH, FIINPRO 

  
  

Figure 4: Vietnam’s PMI hit record low in Mar 2020 due to 

stagnation in major economies and global supply and demand 

disruptions. 

Figure 5: Retail sales slumped as consumers reduced shopping, 

travel and eating out to help prevent the virus spread  

  
   SOURCES: VND RESEARCH, GSO, NIKKEI    SOURCES: VND RESEARCH, GSO 

  
  

Figure 6: Inflation muted as transportation costs fell  Figure 7: SBV cuts key policy rate to support GDP growth  

  
   SOURCES: VND RESEARCH, GSO    SOURCE: VND RESEARCH, GSO 
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country or other jurisdiction where such distribution, publication, availability or use would be contrary to law or regulation. 

By accepting this report, the recipient hereof represents and warrants that he is entitled to receive such report in accordance with the restrictions set 
forth below and agrees to be bound by the limitations contained herein (including the “Restrictions on Distributions” set out below). Any failure to 
comply with these limitations may constitute a violation of law. This publication is being supplied to you strictly on the basis that it will remain 
confidential. No part of this report may be (i) copied, photocopied, duplicated, stored or reproduced in any form by any means or (ii) redistributed or 
passed on, directly or indirectly, to any other person in whole or in part, for any purpose without the prior written consent of CGS-CIMB. 

The information contained in this research report is prepared from data believed to be correct and reliable at the time of issue of this report.  

VNDIRECT Securities Corporation may or may not issue regular reports on the subject matter of this report at any frequency and may cease to do so 
or change the periodicity of reports at any time. Neither VNDIRECT Securities Corporation nor CGS-CIMB is under any obligation to update this report 
in the event of a material change to the information contained in this report. Neither VNDIRECT Securities Corporation nor CGS-CIMB has any and 
will accept any, obligation to (i) check or ensure that the contents of this report remain current, reliable or relevant , (ii) ensure that the content of this 
report constitutes all the information a prospective investor may require, (iii) ensure the adequacy, accuracy, completeness,  reliability or fairness of 
any views, opinions and information, and accordingly, VNDIRECT Securities Corporation, CGS-CIMB and their respective affiliates and related persons 
including China Galaxy International Financial Holdings Limited (“CGIFHL”) and CIMB Group Sdn. Bhd. (“CIMBG”) and their respective related 
corporations (and their respective directors, associates, connected persons and/or employees) shall not be liable in any manner whatsoever for any 
consequences (including but not limited to any direct, indirect or consequential losses, loss of profits and damages) of any reliance thereon or usage 
thereof. In particular, VNDIRECT Securities Corporation and CGS-CIMB disclaim all responsibility and liability for the views and opinions set out in 
this report. 

Unless otherwise specified, this report is based upon reasonable sources. Such sources will, unless otherwise specified, for market data, be market 
data and prices available from the main stock exchange or market where the relevant security is listed, or, where appropriate , any other market. 
Information on the accounts and business of company(ies) will generally be based on published statements of the company(ies), information 
disseminated by regulatory information services, other publicly available information and information resulting from our research. Whilst every effort is 
made to ensure that statements of facts made in this report are accurate, all estimates, projections, forecasts, expressions of opinion and other 
subjective judgments contained in this report are based on assumptions considered to be reasonable as of the date of the document in which they are 
contained and must not be construed as a representation that the matters referred to therein will occur. Past performance is not a reliable indicator of 
future performance. The value of investments may go down as well as up and those investing may, depending on the investments in question, lose 
more than the initial investment. No report shall constitute an offer or an invitation by or on behalf of CGS-CIMB or VNDIRECT Securities Corporation, 
or their respective affiliates (including CGIFHL, CIMBG and their respective related corporations) to any person to buy or sell any investments.  

CGS-CIMB and/or VNDIRECT Securities Corporation and/or their respective affiliates and related corporations (including CGIFHL, CIMBG and their 
respective related corporations), their respective directors, associates, connected parties and/or employees may own or have positions in securities 
of the company(ies) covered in this research report or any securities related thereto and may from time to time add to or dispose of, or may be 
materially interested in, any such securities. Further, CGS-CIMB and/or VNDIRECT Securities Corporation, and/or their respective affiliates and their 
respective related corporations (including CGIFHL, CIMBG and their respective related corporations) do and seek to do business with the company(ies) 
covered in this research report and may from time to time act as market maker or have assumed an underwriting commitment in securities of such 
company(ies), may sell them to or buy them from customers on a principal basis and may also perform or seek to perform significant investment 
banking, advisory, underwriting or placement services for or relating to such company(ies) as well as solicit such investment, advisory or other services 
from any entity mentioned in this report. 

CGS-CIMB and/or VNDIRECT Securities Corporation and/or their respective affiliates (including CGIFHL, CIMBG and their respective related 
corporations) may enter into an agreement with the company(ies) covered in this report relating to the production of research reports. CGS-CIMB 
and/or VNDIRECT Securities Corporation may disclose the contents of this report to the company(ies) covered by it and may have amended the 
contents of this report following such disclosure.  

The analyst responsible for the production of this report hereby certifies that the views expressed herein accurately and exc lusively reflect his or her 
personal views and opinions about any and all of the issuers or securities analysed in this report and were prepared independently and autonomously. 
No part of the compensation of the analyst(s) was, is, or will be directly or indirectly related to the inclusion of specific  recommendations(s) or view(s) 
in this report. The analyst(s) who prepared this research report is prohibited from receiving any compensation, incentive or bonus based on specific 
investment banking transactions or for providing a specific recommendation for, or view of, a particular company. Information  barriers and other 
arrangements may be established where necessary to prevent conflicts of interests arising. However, the analyst(s) may receive compensation that 
is based on his/their coverage of company(ies) in the performance of his/their duties or the performance of his/their recommendations and the research 
personnel involved in the preparation of this report may also participate in the solicitation of the businesses as described above. In reviewing this 
research report, an investor should be aware that any or all of the foregoing, among other things, may give rise to real or potential conflicts of interest. 
Additional information is, subject to the duties of confidentiality, available on request.  

The term “VNDIRECT Securities Corporation” shall, unless the context otherwise requires, mean VNDIRECT Securities Corporation and its affiliates, 
subsidiaries and related companies. The term “CGS-CIMB” shall denote, where appropriate, the relevant entity distributing or disseminating the report 
in the particular jurisdiction referenced below, or, in every other case except as otherwise stated herein, CGS-CIMB Securities International Pte. Ltd.  
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warrants, call warrants and/or any other derivatives) in the following company or companies covered or recommended in this report: 

(a)  -  

(ii) As of April 3, 2020, the analyst(s) who prepared this report, and the associate(s), has / have an interest in the securities (which may include but not 
limited to shares, warrants, call warrants and/or any other derivatives) in the following company or companies covered or recommended in this report:  
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The report is not a “prospectus” as defined under Indian Law, including the Companies Act, 2013, and is not, and shall not be, approved by, or filed or 
registered with, any Indian regulator, including any Registrar of Companies in India, SEBI, any Indian stock exchange, or the Reserve Bank of India. 
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to contact CGS-CIMB Malaysia, at 29th Floor Menara CIMB No. 1 Jalan Stesen Sentral 2, Kuala Lumpur Sentral 50470 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, in 
respect of any matters arising from or in connection with this report. CGS-CIMB Malaysia has no obligation to update, revise or reaffirm the opinion or 
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expressions of opinion herein were arrived at after due and careful consideration for use as information for investment. Such  opinions are subject to 
change without notice and CGS-CIMB Thailand has no obligation to update the opinion or the information in this research report. 

CGS-CIMB Thailand may act or acts as Market Maker, and issuer and offerer of Derivative Warrants and Structured Note which may have the following 
securities as its underlying securities. Investors should carefully read and study the details of the derivative warrants in the prospectus before making 
investment decisions. 

AAV, ADVANC, AEONTS, AMATA, AOT, AWC, BANPU, BBL, BCH, BCP, BCPG, BDMS, BEC, BEM, BGC, BGRIM, BH, BJC, BPP, BTS, CBG, 
CENTEL, CHG, CK, CKP, COM7, CPALL, CPF, CPN, DELTA, DTAC, EA, EGCO, EPG, ERW, ESSO, GFPT, GLOBAL, GPSC, GULF, GUNKUL, 
HANA, HMPRO, INTUCH, IRPC, IVL, JAS, JMT, KBANK, KCE, KKP, KTB, KTC, LH, MAJOR, MBK, MEGA, MINT, MTC, ORI, OSP, PLANB, PRM, 
PSH, PSL, PTG, PTT, PTTEP, PTTGC, QH, RATCH, RS, SAWAD, SCB, SCC, SGP, SPALI, SPRC, STA, STEC, STPI, SUPER, TASCO, TCAP, THAI, 
THANI, THG, TISCO, TKN, TMB, TOA, TOP, TPIPP, TQM, TRUE, TTW, TU, VGI, WHA, BEAUTY, JMART, LPN, SISB, WORK.  

Corporate Governance Report: 
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The disclosure of the survey result of the Thai Institute of Directors Association (“IOD”) regarding corporate governance is made pursuant to the policy 
of the Office of the Securities and Exchange Commission. The survey of the IOD is based on the information of a company listed on the Stock 
Exchange of Thailand and the Market for Alternative Investment disclosed to the public and able to be accessed by  a general public investor. The 
result, therefore, is from the perspective of a third party. It is not an evaluation of operation and is not based on inside information. 

The survey result is as of the date appearing in the Corporate Governance Report of Thai Listed Companies. As a result, the survey result may be 
changed after that date. CGS-CIMB Thailand does not confirm nor certify the accuracy of such survey result. 
 

Score Range: 90 - 100 80 – 89 70 - 79 Below 70 or No Survey Result 

Description: Excellent Very Good Good N/A  
  

United Arab Emirates: The distributor of this report has not been approved or licensed by the UAE Central Bank or any other relevant licensing 
authorities or governmental agencies in the United Arab Emirates. This report is strictly private and confidential and has not been reviewed by, 
deposited or registered with UAE Central Bank or any other licensing authority or governmental agencies in the United Arab Emirates. This report is 
being issued outside the United Arab Emirates to a limited number of institutional investors and must not be provided to any person other than the 
original recipient and may not be reproduced or used for any other purpose. Further, the information contained in this report is not intended to lead to 
the sale of investments under any subscription agreement or the conclusion of any other contract of whatsoever nature within the territory of the United 
Arab Emirates. 

United Kingdom and European Economic Area (EEA): In the United Kingdom and European Economic Area, this material is also being distributed 
by CGS-CIMB Securities (UK) Limited (“CGS-CIMB UK”). CGS-CIMB UK is authorized and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and its 
registered office is at 27 Knightsbridge, London, SW1X7YB. The material distributed by CGS-CIMB UK has been prepared in accordance with CGS-
CIMB’s policies for managing conflicts of interest arising as a result of publication and distribution of this material. This material is for distribution only 
to, and is solely directed at, selected persons on the basis that those persons: (a) are eligible counterparties and professional clients of CGS-CIMB 
UK; (b) have professional experience in matters relating to investments falling within Article 19(5) of the Financial Services and Markets Act 2000 
(Financial Promotion) Order 2005 (as amended, the “Order”), (c)  fall within Article 49(2)(a) to (d) (“high net worth companies, unincorporated 
associations etc”) of the Order; (d) are outside the United Kingdom subject to relevant regulation in each jurisdiction, material(all such persons together 
being referred to as “relevant persons”). This material is directed only at relevant persons and must not be acted on or relied on by persons who are 
not relevant persons. Any investment or investment activity to which this material relates is available only to relevant persons and will be engaged in 
only with relevant persons. 

This material is categorised as non-independent for the purposes of CGS-CIMB UK and therefore does not provide an impartial or objective 
assessment of the subject matter and does not constitute independent research. Consequently, this material has not been prepared in accordance 
with legal requirements designed to promote the independence of research and will not be subject to any prohibition on dealing ahead of the 
dissemination of research. Therefore, this material is considered a marketing communication.  

United States: This research report is issued by VNDIRECT Securities Corporation and distributed in the United States of America by CGS-CIMB 
Securities (USA) Inc, a U.S. registered broker-dealer and a related company of CGS-CIMB Securities Sdn. Bhd. (formerly known as Jupiter Securities 
Sdn. Bhd.), CGS-CIMB Research Pte Ltd, PT CGS-CIMB Sekuritas Indonesia, CGS-CIMB Securities (Thailand) Co. Ltd, CGS-CIMB Securities (Hong 
Kong) Limited and CGS-CIMB Securities (India) Private Limited, and is distributed solely to persons who qualify as “U.S. Institutional Investors” as 
defined in Rule 15a-6 under the Securities and Exchange Act of 1934. This communication is only for Institutional Investors whose ordinary business 
activities involve investing in shares, bonds, and associated securities and/or derivative securities and who have professional experience in such 
investments. Any person who is not a U.S. Institutional Investor or Major Institutional Investor must not rely on this communication. The delivery of this 
research report to any person in the United States of America is not a recommendation to effect any transactions in the securities discussed herein, 
or an endorsement of any opinion expressed herein. CGS-CIMB Securities (USA) Inc, is a FINRA/SIPC member and takes responsibility for the 
content of this report. For further information or to place an order in any of the above-mentioned securities please contact a registered representative 
of CGS-CIMB Securities (USA) Inc. 

CGS-CIMB Securities (USA) Inc. does not make a market on other securities mentioned in the report. 

CGS-CIMB Securities (USA) Inc. has not managed or co-managed a public offering of any of the securities mentioned in the past 12 months. 

CGS-CIMB Securities (USA) Inc. has not received compensation for investment banking services from any of the company mentioned in the past 12 
months. 

CGS-CIMB Securities (USA) Inc. neither expects to receive nor intends to seek compensation for investment banking services from any of the company 
mentioned within the next 3 months. 

Other jurisdictions: In any other jurisdictions, except if otherwise restricted by laws or regulations, this report is only for distribution to professional, 
institutional or sophisticated investors as defined in the laws and regulations of such jurisdictions.   

 
 

  

Rating Distribution (%) Inv estment Banking clients (%)

Add 61.4% 0.0%

Hold 25.2% 0.0%

Reduce 13.4% 0.0%

Distribution of stock ratings and inv estment banking clients for quarter ended on 31 December 2019

798 companies under cov erage for quarter ended on 31 December 2019
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Corporate Governance Report of Thai Listed Companies (CGR). CG Rating by the Thai Institute of Directors Association (Thai IOD) in 
2019, Anti-Corruption 2019 
ADVANC – Excellent, Certified, AEONTS – Good, n/a, AH – Very Good, n/a, AMATA – Excellent, Declared, ANAN – Excellent, Declared, AOT – 
Excellent, n/a, AP – Excellent, Certified, ASP – Very Good, Certified, BAM – not available, n/a, BANPU – Excellent, Certified, BAY – Excellent, 
Certified, BBL – Very Good, Certified, BCH – Good, Certified, BCP - Excellent, Certified, BCPG – Excellent, Certified, BDMS – Very Good, n/a, 
BEAUTY – Good, n/a, BEC – Very Good, n/a, BGRIM – Very Good, Declared, BH - Good, n/a, BJC – Very Good, n/a, BJCHI – Very Good, 
Certified, BLA – Very Good, Certified, BPP – Very Good, Declared, BR - Good, n/a, BTS - Excellent, Certified, CBG – Very Good, n/a, CCET – 
Good, n/a, CENTEL – Very Good, Certified, CHAYO - Good, n/a, CHG – Very Good, Declared, CK – Excellent, n/a, COL – Excellent, Declared, 
CPALL – Excellent, Certified, CPF – Excellent, Certified, CPN - Excellent, Certified, CPNREIT – not available, n/a, CRC – not available, n/a, 
DELTA - Excellent, Declared, DEMCO – Excellent, Certified, DDD – Very Good, n/a, DIF – not available, n/a, DREIT – not available, n/a, DTAC – 
Excellent, Certified, EA – Excellent, n/a, ECL – Very Good, Certified, EGCO - Excellent, Certified, EPG – Very Good, n/a, ERW – Very Good, n/a, 
GFPT - Excellent, Certified, GGC – Excellent, Certified, GLOBAL – Very Good, n/a, GLOW – Very Good, Certified, GPSC – Excellent, Certified, 
GULF – Very Good, n/a, GUNKUL – Excellent, Certified, HANA - Excellent, Certified, HMPRO - Excellent, Certified, HUMAN – Good, n/a, ICHI – 
Excellent, Declared, III – Excellent, n/a, INTUCH - Excellent, Certified, IRPC – Excellent, Certified, ITD – Very Good, n/a, IVL - Excellent, Certified, 
JASIF – not available, n/a, BJC – Very Good, n/a, JMT – Very Good, n/a, KBANK - Excellent, Certified, KCE - Excellent, Certified, KKP – Excellent, 
Certified, KSL – Excellent, Certified, KTB - Excellent, Certified, KTC – Excellent, Certified, LH - Excellent, n/a, LPN – Excellent, Certified, M – Very 
Good, Certified, MACO – Very Good, n/a, MAJOR – Very Good, n/a, MAKRO – Excellent, Certified, MALEE – Excellent, Certified, MC – Excellent, 
Certified, MCOT – Excellent, Certified, MEGA – Very Good, n/a, MINT - Excellent, Certified, MK – Very Good, n/a, MTC – Excellent, n/a, NETBAY 
– Very Good, n/a, OSP – Very Good, n/a, PLANB – Excellent, Certified, PLAT – Very Good, Certified, PR9 – Excellent, n/a, PSH – Excellent, 
Certified, PSTC – Very Good, Certified, PTT - Excellent, Certified, PTTEP - Excellent, Certified, PTTGC - Excellent, Certified, QH – Excellent, 
Certified, RATCH – Excellent, Certified, ROBINS – Excellent, Certified, RS – Excellent, n/a, RSP – not available, n/a, S – Excellent, n/a, SAPPE 
– Very Good, Declared, SAT – Excellent, Certified, SAWAD – Very Good, n/a, SC – Excellent, Certified, SCB - Excellent, Certified, SCC – Excellent, 
Certified, SCN – Excellent, Certified, SF – Good, n/a, SHR – not available, n/a, SIRI – Very Good, Certified, SPA - Good, n/a, SPALI - Excellent, 
n/a, SPRC – Excellent, Certified, STA – Very Good, Certified, STEC – Excellent, n/a, SVI – Excellent, Certified, SYNEX – Excellent, Certified, 
TASCO – Excellent, Certified, TCAP – Excellent, Certified, THANI – Excellent, Certified, TIPCO – Very Good, Certified, TISCO - Excellent, Certified, 
TKN – Very Good, n/a, TMB - Excellent, Certified, TNR – Very Good, Certified, TOP - Excellent, Certified, TPCH – Good, n/a, TPIPP – Good, n/a, 
TRUE – Excellent, Certified, TU – Excellent, Certified, TVO – Excellent, Declared, UNIQ – not available, n/a, VGI – Excellent, Certified, WHA – 
Excellent, Certified, WHART – not available, n/a, WICE – Excellent, Certified, WORK – Good, n/a. 
1 CG Score 2019 from Thai Institute of Directors Association (IOD) 

2 AGM Level 2018 from Thai Investors Association 

3 Companies participating in Thailand's Private Sector Collective Action Coalition Against Corruption programme (Thai CAC) under Thai Institute of Directors (as of November 30, 

2018) are categorised into: 

companies that have declared their intention to join CAC, and companies certified by CAC. 

4 The Stock Exchange of Thailand : the record of listed companies with corporate sustainable development "Thai sustainability Investment 2018" included: 

SET and mai listed companies passed the assessment conducted by the Stock Exchange of Thailand: THSI (SET) and THSI (mai) 

SET listed companies passed the assessment conducted by the Dow Jones Sustainability Indices (DJSI)  
 

RECOMMENDATION FRAMEWORK 

Stock Ratings Definition: 

 Add The stock’s total return is expected to reach 15% or higher over the next 12 months. 

 Hold The stock’s total return is expected to be between negative 10% and positive 15% over the next 12 months. 

 Reduce The stock’s total return is expected to fall below negative 10% over the next 12 months. 

The total expected return of a stock is defined as the sum of the:(i) percentage difference between the target price and the current price and (ii) 
the forward net dividend yields of the stock. Stock price targets have an investment horizon of 12 months. 
  

Sector Ratings Definition: 

 Overweight An Overweight rating means stocks in the sector have, on a market cap-weighted basis, a positive absolute 
recommendation. 

 Neutral A Neutral rating means stocks in the sector have, on a market cap-weighted basis, a neutral absolute recommendation. 

 Underweight An Underweight rating means stocks in the sector have, on a market cap-weighted basis, a negative absolute 
recommendation. 

  

Country Ratings Definition: 

 Overweight An Overweight rating means investors should be positioned with an above-market weight in this country relative to 
benchmark. 

 Neutral A Neutral rating means investors should be positioned with a neutral weight in this country relative to benchmark. 

 Underweight An Underweight rating means investors should be positioned with a below-market weight in this country relative to 
benchmark. 
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